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Doctors are the most trustworthy
and journalists the least, poll finds

Daily Telegraph
Doctors are the most trusted profession according to new poll,
above judges, priests and journalists.

by Rebecca Smith, Medical Editor
Published: 12:01AM GMT 12 Feb 2009

It Is the 25th year running that doctors
have been rated as the most trustworthy In
the survey commissioned by the Royal
College of Physicians.




‘Doctors, pharmacists top list of
professionals Canadians trust
most’

Canwest Newservice.
Wednesday, September 23, 2009
Nanos Research poll.




Most Trusted Professions %83

Readers’Digest Poll wari aecim

1.Firefighters
2.Ambulance drivers/paramedics
3.Airline pilots
4.Nurses
5.Pharmacists
6.Doctors
7.Police
8.Armed forces
9.Veterinarians
10.Dentists
11.Teachers




Least Trusted
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Lawyers

Print journalists
Actors/actresses
Car mechanics
Investment brokers
Taxi drivers
Psychics/astrologers
CEOs

Real estate agents
Home building contractors
Politicians

Car salespeople




Isn’t It good to know only

Four out of 10 Canadians trust polls. That
IS according to - of course - a poll by Ipsos
Reid.

Globe and Mail online, august 28. 2009




Human interest

~or the most part, reporters,editors and
producers do not misrepresent risks
necause they calculate that this is the best
way to boost profits. They do it because
Information that grabs and holds readers,
grabs and holds reporters.

Gardner, Risk. 2008




Pressure points on journalists

24/7 new cycles

Science journalism beats

Social network advocacy
Industry lobbying and marketing
Independent scientific sources
Difficulty with data

Scientific uncertainty




What makes news?

novelty
originality
proximity
personality
concern, controversy, conflict

relevance to real life, relevance to many
people.




THE SCIENCE NEWS CYCLE
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Environmental decision makers are in the

same position as reporters. At some point,
a decision has to be made, a story has to

be written. You go with what you have;it is
your best guess at the moment.

Diane Dumanoski, science reporter.1999




Personalization of risk

Readers and viewers need to have a sense
about what risk assessment can and
cannot say about individual risks versus
population risk.

William H. Farland, director EPA ,1999




Accuracy, Balance, Conciseness

“ Journalists do struggle to balance the
responsibility to raise awareness of risk
with the responsibility to not unnecessarily
alarm the public.”

Wilson et al. Reporting of theoretical health risks. BMC. 2004




Tough times for
science journalism

‘In a science-centered age, we're becoming a
soclety that lacks a professional and impartial
means of informing its citizenry about science and
It IS happening one journalist at a time.’

Chris Mooney, science journalist and critic, 2009.




Bettert’lasticAwareness

The battle to ban bisphenol A
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