
 
 
 
 

Workshop on BSE and vCJD Risks in North America 
 

Room C, Pan American Health Organization Headquarters 
525 23rd Street N.W, Washington, D.C. 

July 10, 2008 
 
 
 
The goal of the proposed PrioNet Canada one-day workshop is to share North American 
risk management expertise of BSE, vCJD and CWD issues. PrioNet Canada is 
attempting to advance the use of research, basic science, and social science for policy 
making. PrioNet’s approach is to improve the understanding of emerging prion disease 
risk issues and to identify approaches for better risk assessment and management of 
prion diseases. This meeting will allow policy makers from Canada, the United States 
and Mexico to discuss management issues related to BSE, CWD and vCJD. The multi-
stakeholder participants include international scientific experts, decision makers, industry 
leaders and public interest groups.  
 
 
 
 

Time   
 
 

9:30  
 
 

9:35  

Introduction and Welcome 
 
Jarbas Barbosa, Pan American Health Organization  
Welcome 
 
Neil Cashman, University of British Columbia 
PrioNet Canada and Workshop Objectives 
 

 
 
 

9:45  
 
 

10:05 
 

 
10:25 

 
 

10:45 – 11:00 
 

11:00 

Background 
Session Chair: Neil Cashman, University of British Columbia 
 
Daniel Krewski, University of  Ottawa 
The Nature of Prion Disease Risks   
 
Michael G. Tyshenko, University of  Ottawa 
International Country Case Studies 
 
Louise Lemyre, University of Ottawa 
Public Perceptions of Prion Disease Risk 
 
Break 
 
William Leiss, University of Ottawa  
Integrated BSE Risk Management Framework and Canadian Perspective  
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11:30  
 

 
11:40  

 
 

11:50 
 

Managing BSE and vCJD in North America 
Session Chair: Daniel Krewski, University of Ottawa 
 
Bob Clarke, Public Health Agency of Canada    
A Canadian Perspective 
 
John Clifford, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
A US Perspective 
 
Jorge Enrique Jiménez Rice, Mando de Coordinación de la Comision Mexico 
USA  
A Mexican Perspective 
 

12:00 – 1:00 
 

Lunch Break  

1:00 – 3:00 
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Discussion: “Appraisal of the Integrated Risk Management Framework 
and Future Directions for managing BSE”  
Panel Chair: Paul Locke, John Hopkins University 
 
Panel Members: 
 
Canada 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
Noel Murray, Senior Advisor, Program Policy & Economics, OVPPP, CFIA  
 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
Dennis Laycraft, Executive Vice President, Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
 
U.S.A. 
US Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Larry Schonberger, Assistant Director for Public Health, Division of Viral & 
Rickettsial Diseases  
 
Mexico 
Jorge Enrique Jiménez Rice, Mando de Coordinación  
Comisión México - Estados Unidos para la Prevención de la Fiebre Aftosa y 
otras Enfermedades Exóticas de los Animales 
 
International Perspective 
Will Hueston, University of Minnesota  
 
Chuck Lambert, Deputy under Secretary –Marketing and Regulatory Program   
 
General Interest Groups 
Ron DeHaven, Executive Vice-President, American Veterinary Medical 
Association   
 
 

     3:00 – 3:15 Break  

3:15 
 

Summary and Conclusion  
Daniel Krewski, University of Ottawa 
 

3:30 Adjourn 
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PARTICIPANT LIST 
 
Ximena Aguilera    
Senior Advisor, Communicable Diseases 
Pan-American Health Organization 
 
Danielle Arsenault 
Program Officer 
Networks of Centres of Excellence Program 
 
David Asher 
Chief, Laboratory of Bacterial, Parasitic, and  
Unconventional Agents 
Division of Emerging and Transfusion- 
Transmitted Diseases 
United States Food and Drug Administration 
 
Jarbas Barbosa 
Area Manager 
Pan-American Health Organization 
 
Cameron Bruett 
Majority Professional Staff Member 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition 
and Forestry 
Office of Senator Saxby Chambliss 
 
Neil Cashman 
Scientific Director 
PrioNet Canada 
 
Pierre Charest 
Associate Vice-President 
Science Branch 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
 
Robert Clarke 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Infectious Disease and Emergency 
Preparedness Branch 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
 
John Clifford 
Deputy Administrator, Veterinary Services 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Alfonso Contreras 
Expert, Sustainable Development and 
Environmental Health 
Pan-American Health Organization 
 
Shalu Darshan 
Research Coordinator 
R. Samuel McLaughlin Centre for Population 
Health Risk Assessment 
University of Ottawa 
 

Ron DeHaven 
Executive Vice President 
American Veterinary Medical Association 
 
Linda Detwiler 
Assistant Director, Centre for Public and 
Corporate Veterinary Medicine 
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
 
Dan Engeljohn 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Policy and Program Development 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Brendlyn D. Faison 
Microbiologist 
Health and Ecological Criteria Division 
Office of Science and Technology/ 
Office of Water 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Edward Farrell 
Legal Council 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
 
John Goldberg 
Professional Staff Member 
House Committee on Agriculture 
 
Tom Gomez 
Veterinary Liason to the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
William Hueston 
Director 
Centre for Animal Health and Food Safety 
University of Minnesota 
 
Janet Hughes 
BSE Program Manager 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Bob Hills 
Manager, TSE Secretariat 
Health Canada 
 
Mark Klassen 
Director, Technical Services 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
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Daniel Krewski 
Director, R. Samuel McLaughlin Centre for 
Population Health Risk Assessment 
University of Ottawa 
 
Sylvia Kriendel 
BSE Risk Assessment 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Chuck Lambert 
Deputy Under Secretary for Marketing and 
Regulatory Programs 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Dennis Laycraft 
Executive Vice President 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
 
William Leiss 
Scientist, R. Samuel McLaughlin Centre for 
Population Health Risk Assessment 
University of Ottawa 
 
Louise Lemyre 
Research Chair, Psychosocial Aspects of 
Risks and Health 
University of Ottawa 
 
Paul Locke 
Associate Professor, School of Public Health 
Johns Hopkins University 
 
Jorge Lopez 
Advisor, Laboratory Diagnosis 
Pan-American Foot and Mouth Disease 
Center 
Pan-American Health Organization 
 
Amber McCoig 
Veterinarian/Scientist 
Dairy and Egg Branch, Division of Plant and 
Dairy Food Safety 
Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
United States Food and Drug Administration 
 
Noel Murray 
Senior Advisor, Program Policy and 
Economics Branch 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
 
Mary Porretta 
Senior Program Analyst 
Office of Policy and Program Development 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Burt Pritchett 
DVM, Division of Animal Feeds 
Center for Veterinary Medicine 
United States Food and Drug Administration 

Gerardo Ramirez 
Staff Fellow, Dairy and Egg Branch 
Division of Plant and Dairy Food Safety 
Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
United States Food and Drug Administration 
 
Jorge Enrique Jiménez Rice 
Mando de Coordinación, Comisión Mexico-
USA para la Prevención de la FY y otras 
Enfermedades Exóticas de Animales 
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería y 
Dessarollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación 
de México 
 
Ron Rogers 
Senior Scientific Advisor 
Bureau of Microbial Hazards 
Health Canada 
 
Ben Salamone 
Epidemiologist 
Office of Public Health Sciences 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Luis Mariano Arroyo Sànchez 
National Surveillance and Prevention 
Program for BSE 
Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal  
Costa Rica 
 
Christina Schneider 
Senior Veterinarian 
Communicable Diseases 
Health Surveillance and Diseases 
Management 
Pan American Health Organization 
 
Larry Schonberger 
Assistant Director for Public Health 
Division of Viral and Rickettsial Diseases 
National Center for Zoonotic, Vector-Borne 
and Enteric Diseases 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Candace Sirjoosingh 
Rapporteur 
 
Shaukat Syed 
International Food Safety Advisor 
Office of International Affairs 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Janie Toth 
Executive Director 
PrioNet Canada 
 
 
 
 
 



 5

Michael Tyshenko 
Research Associate 
R. Samuel McLaughlin Centre for Population 
Health Risk Assessment 
University of Ottawa 
 
Dennis Utterback 
Office of Science Policy 
Office of Research and Development 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 
 
Richard Wiggins 
Senior Science Advisor 
National Health and Environmental Effects 
Research Laboratory 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Wilkus 
Director of Policy Analysis Division 
Office of Policy and Program Development 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture  
 
Michelle Wong 
Manager, Scientific Affairs and Training 
PrioNet Canada 
 
David Zeitz 
Public Health Veterinarian 
Office of Policy and Program Development 
Food Safety Inspection Service  
United States Department of Agriculture  
 
 
 


